to think that the millennium had actually arrived, but that it was dawning, and he said that there was so much wickedness and fraud in this world at the present time, that it clearly showed the millennium must soon arrive. He said he did not actually believe that the old woman had seen our Saviour, but he said lie should like to go and inquire into the subject. He then told me that many years before he had seen a vision of our Saviour on the cross, as God manifest in the flesh, while in the pulpit, and that the vision had converted him. I spoke to him upon the subject of his wearing his beard, and asked him to cut it off; and he said that while translating the Scriptures some years before, an accident had occurred, the nature of which he would not explain, and that a revelation was then made to him respecting his beard, and he now continued to wear his beard in obedience to Divine command, and in deference to the sanction of the Holy Ghost and Spirit; that on one occasion he had cut off his beard, and that he had suffered in consequence the greatest mental agony; and he considered he should be committing a great abomination to the Almighty if he were to do it again. He was also under the impression that there were five distinct voices within him which directed all his actions, and that one of them in particular was a special one, which directed him in every act of his life, whether trivial or important.
I endeavoured to analyse his ideas, and to ascertain whether he alluded to the voice of conscience or the voice of reason or judgment; but he said the voices he referred to were nothing of this kind, but were special to himself. He said none of the voices were audible ones.
He also told me that it was his custom to pray in an erect position, for several hours, in the middle of the room, with his arms in front of his head, but he only prayed mentally, and did not utter a word; and when he was tired of standing, he prostrated himself on his face. He said that he generally prayed for the restoration of the miraculous gifts to the Church, and he expected that the result of his earnest prayers would be that he as part of the Church would have the power to bring the dead to life, to restore sight to the blind, and to heal the sick. He spoke about his servants, and said they ought to be treated more kindly than they were, and more as equals, and that x x 2 lie dined and took his meals with his servants and kissed thera in the morning, and allowed them to sit on his knee. He also said that after family prayers he had his servants in the drawing-room and played cards with them until three o'clock in the morning, and between the deals he read chapters out of the Bible to them. I told him that such proceedings as those were contrary to the views entertained by gentlemen and persons in his position, and that they were not consistent with the position of a gentleman and a clergyman; and he replied, that it was part of his religious course of life so to comport himself with his servants. lie also said that lie was engaged to be married to one of his maids, and he said that he kissed this one upon the lips and the other upon the cheek. I then asked him whether, supposing he should be set at liberty, he would purchase pistols again, and he said he certainly should, and that he should carry his gunpowder in his waistcoat pocket in order that it might be kept dry. His Dr. Harrington Tuke, of Chiswick, was then examined. He stated that he was a physician, and son-in-law to Dr. Conolly, and had been a pupil of that gentleman. He had had the charge of an extensive lunatic asylum for eleven years, and had had a great deal of experience in the treatment of persons in that condition. He had interviews with Mr. Leach on the 10th, the 13th, and the 19th of May, for the purpose of ascertaining the state of his mind. When he first saw him he told him his object, and apologized for the questions that he said he should be compelled to put to him. lie first alluded to his beard, and he said that many men wore their beards, and he saw no reason why he should not do so; but he did not consider the wearing of the beard as at ail essential to salvation. On reference to his acting under the influence of the Holy Spirit in all his actions, he said that although he believed that he did so, still he considered that he was fallible like other men, and that he was equally liable to impulse, and, he added, that if the dictates of this Spirit were not rational or right, he certainly should not obey them. The witness said that he conversed with Mr. Leach upon the subject of the millennium, and he considered that his opinions upon that subject were quite correct, and even better than he could have expressed himself. He appeared to think that it might Upon being cross-examined, Dr. Tuke said that it was possible that a conversation might go on for a whole day with a lunatic without his insanity being discovered, unless his particular delusion was touched upon. He should consider it very extraordinary conduct in a clergyman to play at cards with his servants until a late hour of the night, and reading hymns during the deals very extraordinary conduct; but he should not, in the absence of explanation, come to the conclusion that a person who so acted must necessarily be insane. He had never seen a case where a lunatic was altogether able to conceal his delusions; but he did not observe such an attempt on the part of Mr. Leach.
On the contrary, he appeared anxious to converse upon every subject that was suggested. The result of what he had seen of him was, that he considered he did not require the least supervision, and that he was as fit to be trusted with the possession of pistols, gunpowder, and bullets, as any other man, and he did not believe there was the least chance of his committing any act of violence either to himself or to others.
Dr. G. Johnson deposed that he was one of the physicians of King's College Hospital, and had had a good deal of experience in cases of insanity and acute mania. He had had three private interviews with Mr. Leach. The first was on the 8th of April, when he conversed with him upon the subjects that were supposed to form the ground for considering that he was insane. The result of the whole of his conversations with Mr. Leach was, that he was of opinion that he was of sound mind and perfectly competent to manage his own affairs, and he did not discover that he was labouring under any delusion. With regard to the vision in the pulpit, Mr. Leach only professed to have had a mental vision of our Saviour; and he said that he never intended it to be understood that he had seen our Saviour corporeally at the time in question. With regard to the millennium, Mr. Leach said that he did not believe that it had arrived, but that it was dawning, and would soon arrive. He also said that he never considered that he was obeying the Divine command in Wearing his beard, although to a certain extent he felt that it was a point of conscience. He said that he had bought the pistols to protect his person and his property, and he did not utter a word that induced witness to believe that he was at all likely to commit an act of violence either upon himself or others; but, on the contrary, he seemed to be a remarkably quiet and inoffensive man. The witness then stated that he gave him exactly the same account with reference to the other supposed delusions that he did to Dr. Tuke; and he added that he did not appear to entertain any greater amount of animosity towards his mother than might reasonably be supposed would be entertained by a man who felt that he had been unjustly placed under restraint.
Cross In a very few minutes the court was re-opened, when the foreman announced that, by a majority of nineteen to four, they were of opinion that Mr. Leach was of sound mind, and perfectly competent to manage his affairs.
There was a burst of applause when the verdict was pronounced.
